
WHO IS WELCOME IN ST. SAVIOUR CHURCH? 

Are you a sinner? Have you been away from the church for a long time? Are you divorced or separated? Are you physically or 

mentally challenged? Are you from a different culture? Are you not accepted because of your sexual orientation? Are you 

elderly, a teen or young adult? Are you discriminated against because of your color? Are you feeling broken? Are you poor or 

out of work? Have you been imprisoned? Have you a feeling that you are left out? You are welcome here! This is your home, 

and we are your family!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Confessions First Saturday of the month in the church from 
4:00-4:30 PM. By appointment for all other times. 

 

 

  

Director of  Music  Iouri Grichetchkine 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Paula McKeown  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

http://www.stsaviour.org/
http://www.saintsaviourcatholicacademy.org/
mailto:stsaviourchurch@aol.com
http://www.facebook.com/stsaviour


January 1, 2017 

MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

           "And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart." 

Supernatural communication was nothing new for Mary. The angel Gabriel 

had already appeared and spoken to her when she agreed to bear God's Son. 

Her husband  Joseph also had a kind of divine intervention in the dream 

where the angel told him to go ahead and marry her. When she was first 

pregnant, her cousin Elizabeth had been led by the Holy  Spirit to know the 

secret that Mary was "the mother of my Lord" (Lk 1:43). Now, Jesus has 

just been born and a crew of earthy shepherds appears at her door with a 

message from heaven: that the Savior has been born. And Mary believed 

them. She did not doubt their sincerity or the  authenticity of their message. 

She took the words to heart, and  meditated upon the meaning of it all. 

        What might strike us as peculiar in all of this is that God chose to 

speak to Mary in a variety of ways. This holy and immaculate woman, this 

Mother of God, did not always receive direct communication from on high. 

Sometimes, God chose to speak to her through other people. Sometimes, he 

revealed himself to them in order to reveal himself to her. And God does 

the same with us. 

          It's easy to daydream about having our own personal revelation from 
God, to hear his voice loud and clear, directing, encouraging, and            

supporting us in our times of need and confusion. But this isn't the standard 
pattern of God's operation. Mary was tuned in enough to hear God's voice 
all around her instead of expecting it to always sound the same. We can  

imitate this same kind of openness by seeking to discover how God may be 
speaking to us through the voices of others. 



 

 

 

 

    The rectory office will be closed for  New Year on 
Friday, December 30th at 1:00 p.m. and will reopen on 
Tuesday,  January 3rd. 

THANK YOU FROM ST. THOMAS  

FOOD PANTRY 
 

Thanks very much to our friends at St. Saviour 

who donated so generously for Thanksgiving and 

Christmas. We were able to send people home 

well supplied, and we send you our best wishes 

for peace and all good in the new year.  



Our schedule for Advent is as follows: 

 

December 25– Closed for Christmas 

January 1– Closed for New Year’s Day 

January 8—Class in session 

 

 

 

HELLO PARENTS! 

If you have a child too young for Faith Formation 

classes, come join us after the Family Mass in the 

playroom downstairs, through the door/hallway to 

the right of the stage.  You can let your kid(s) play, 

enjoy some coffee, and have a nice 

      conversation with other parents.  For more    

information, saintsaviourchurch.org and click on 

“Young Families Group.”  

“With the new day comes new strength and new thoughts.”  

       – Eleanor Roosevelt 

UPCOMING PARISH COLLECTIONS 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS REMEMBRANCE  

       Included with the monthly contributions   
envelopes is a special envelope for the Christmas 
Mass remembrance.  Please use this envelope for 
your special intentions, which will be remembered at 
each of our  celebrations of Eucharist this Christmas. 
 
CHRISTMAS GIFT TO  MY PARISH 

 At this time of the year we all receive many 

requests from worthy charities and soon realize that 

we can’t respond to them all.  However, one appeal 

that hopefully everyone will respond to is the annual 

Christmas Gift to My Parish Collection.  A year -

end Christmas gift is your chance to go beyond       

the day-to-day support of your parish that you      

fund through your weekly support in the Sunday   

collection. 

 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 

           Each year we take great pride in the beautiful 

Christmas decorations in our church.  Contributions 

to help defray the expense of decorating the church 

for the holiday season may be made in memory of 

deceased relatives or friends, or in honor of the     

living.  There are envelopes for this purpose in the 

set of monthly envelopes or you may obtain one in 

the vestibule of the church.  Please help the Alter 

Guild in creating a beautiful setting for our liturgical       

celebrations during the Christmas season. 

 Our Toys for Tots collection box will be in 
the vestibule of the Church until January 8th.  We 
are collecting new or very gently used unwrapped 
gifts for children ages 12 and under.  All toys are 
given to local organizations that work with families 
in need. 

http://saintsaviourchurch.org/


ST. SAVIOUR BOOK GROUP 

 

Please join us for a lively conversation from 7:30 
to 9:00 PM on the first Wednesday of the 

month.  We gather in the meeting room at the far 
end of the parish hall.  All are welcome!  Here’s 

the upcoming reading list: 
January  4:      Neal, Mary C. To Heaven and Back: 
A Doctor's Extraordinary Account of Her Death, 

Heaven, Angels, and Life Again: A True    
 Story. Waterbrook, 2012. 

For more information, please contact  
Betsy Tompkins at ektbetsy@gmail.com. 

Brownbaggers Homeless Outreach  

 

Welcome John Olash our manager this year of 

Brownbaggers Homeless Outreach program.  

John can be reached at: johnolash@hotmail.com 

 

Please RSVP now for  

Sunday January 22 

 

We meet at 12:30 at the Parish Hall located  

under St Savior  Church 

We prep 100 lunches and distributed in  

Manhattan to people in need 

We return to Brooklyn via subway by 3:00 pm 

 

Kids under the age of 18 need to be accompany  

by an adult 

 

Wear confy shoes and have your metro card charge 

 

We are accepting 25 volunteers for this event. RSVP 

to: johnolash@hotmail.com 

 

If you have spoons and butter knifes you  

are no longer using, we are collecting them 

 for our food prep. 

 

Looking ahead to our next event:  

Sunday,  February 26th 

 

 

 

     The next Wine and Cheese and morning  

hospitality will take place after the Sunday 

Masses on January 15th.  

 
 

 

 

 

We still have a large number of Mass Intentions 
available for both weekday AND weekend        
celebrations of Eucharist. Please consider having 
a Mass celebrated for a loved one or family      
member—either living or deceased. We are ALL 
in need of prayers, and there is no greater prayer 
than the celebration of Eucharist. Each Mass     
Intention is only $15.00. If you are interested in 
having a Mass celebrated in memory of a          
deceased loved one, or in honor of someone who 
is living, please call Emily at the Rectory and she 
will be more than happy to assist you.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
ST. THOMAS FOOD PANTRY  

 
     Please continue to support the food pantry at  
St. Thomas Aquinas. We are especially in need of 
hot cereal, soup and toiletries, but whatever you 
give will be most appreciated! 

HAPPPY BIRTHDAY FATHER KEVIN  

      If  you happen to see Father Kevin this 

week, don’t forget to wish him a “Happy 

Birthday”. He was born on January 1st          

(a  New Year’s Baby!)  

mailto:ektbetsy@gmail.com
mailto:johnolash@hotmail.com
mailto:johnolash@hotmail.com


SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

Sunday,  January 1, SOLEMNITY OF 

MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

9:30 a.m.   People of the Par ish 

11:30 a.m.  Tish Loughlin/Mrs. Gorman  

 

Monday,  January 2, Saints Basil the Great 

and Gregory Nazianzen,  Bishops and 

Doctors of the Church 

8:30 a.m.   

 

Tuesday,  January 3, Christmas Weekday 

8:30 a.m.   

 

Wednesday,  January 4, Saint Elizabeth 

Ann Seton, Religious 

8:30 a.m.  David Heimbach  

 

Thursday,  January 5, Saint John 

Neumann, Bishop 

8:30 a.m.  Claudia Lamy (Bir thday 

Remembrance) 

 

First Friday,  January 6, Christmas 

Weekday 

8:30 a.m.   

 

First Saturday,  January 7, Christmas 

Weekday 

8:30 a.m.  

5:00 p.m.  People of the Par ish  

 

Sunday,  January  8, THE EPIPHANY OF 

THE LORD 

9:30 a.m.   Cather ine McGovern 

11:30 a.m.  Mary Velez, R.N./Jan Jagusiak/

David Heimbach 

5:00 p.m. Michel Bassil 

 

NEW YEAR’S  MASS SCHEDULE 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

5:00 p.m. 

NEW YEAR’S DAY 

9:30 a.m.   

11:30 a.m. 

NO MASS AT 5:00 p.m. 


