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UPDATE ON CHURCH RENOVATION #3

The second dumpster has been filled, the rugs are but a memory, the floors are bare
and dumpster #3 will arrive soon! A cement truck visited the parish this week and filled in
the "pit" where the organ once was placed. This location will now  include new pews. The new
organ will be placed where the usher closet once stood. The walls to the usher closets and con-
fessionals have been removed to the studs and the bricks where the shrine area once stood
have also been removed, but will be saved in the event we need bricks. This entire section of
the Church will be gutted and filled with pews and a new shrine area with new candles. This
area will provide additional seating for 60+ souls. The sacristy remains untouched.

On the other side of the Church (close to Padre Pio) the sheetrock wall where the Tree
of Life once was located, has been removed as well as the sheetrock walls and the kitchen-
ette in the meeting room, exposing a cinder block wall . Eventually, the entire wall will be
taken down, including the entire vestibule area at that side entrance, this will create a con-
siderable amount of space for additional seating. This is accomplished through structural en-
gineering. The removal of that wall will require a new header (beam) to support the roof. This
beam will be lifted into place. The former meeting room will include two confessionals, an ad-
ditional shrine area with candles, and room for an additional 100 people! This again is in line
with the primary objective of this renovation;  that is, maximizing seating capacity within the
current structure. When all is said and done, an additional 36% of pew space will be added to
the Church. An increase of 36% amounts to seating for 166 people... or your average attend-
ance at the 8.00 AM Mass on Sunday! As | mentioned, in another update, the Tree of Life will
have a more prominent place in the Church, and will be visible to a considerably higher num-
ber of people.

| can safely assume the pews have arrived to North Carolina, as we have received a bill.
Remember, the pews are in good condition, and therefore will be reused, but will be refinished
in a darker tone (most likely mahogany) to contrast with the light hues of the Terrazzo floor.
Other colors such as walnut, honey and some other color | can not pronounce or spell, have
also been presented. Mahogany is more in line with the wood tones already present in the
Church. A number of new pews will be fabricated identically to what already exists in the
Church, to fill the new seating areas.

Any and all marble that will be used has been cut and is being shipped. Colors such as
Botticino Marble, Athena Red Marble, as well as Bright White Marble are but a few of the
new colors that will be utilized... all of these colors will also be incorporated into the new
flooring as well. These colors blend very well with many wood tones that currently exist in
the church. These colors can be seen using a quick google image search.

At this point we have not  encountered any major set backs and all is going according to
schedule. Keep praying!

As for Father Dooley Hall, there have some minor difficulties with the sound system,
we discovered another switch to turn it on and off...so when it wasn't working it was simply
the flip of a switch. The heat on the other hand has been unbearable. Unfortunately the heat-
ing system is not thermostat controlled, its either on or off. The hall is warmest in the front
and cooler in the back... | guess all | can say is sit according to your preference, as for the dea-
cons, servers and priest... we have no choice! Remember, the choice to have the renovation
during the winter months was predicated on the fact that the Hall is not air -conditioned.

This week | expect to have samples of the Terrazzo and hope to have them up on Face-
book when they arrive. | look forward to updating you each week and please do not hesitate to
contact me with any questions.

Fr. Colamaria

P. S. As of Tuesday morning, approval for wo
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St Hel en Catholic Acalde
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Han®s Lear ni ngi ~at
St Hel en Cathol i1 c| Ac
Christ-Centered,
Results-Driven
sEn@'
OPEN HOUSE & TOURS
Sunday, January223t0PM 10: 30/AM
Tuesday, Jan#wanyYyPMIst& ThuoGdays7: BOWMMu a

St. Helen Catholic Academy is in partner/ship

St. &Jolhmi versity, and Yale Unij|ler si

We are focused on educating the whole child through:

sFaith Formation: Daily prayer and spiritual development, complete
sacramental program for First Penance, First Communion and Confirmation,
First Friday Mass, prayer services and community service projects.

*Rigorous Academics: Full-day Kindergarten, Pre-K 3 and 4 year-old full-
day and half-day programs, focused instructional schedule of 8:10-3 p.m. with

7 a.m. arrival and after-school program until 6 p.m., TACHS preparation, Math A
Regents participation, K-8 Spanish program, SMARTBoard® technology, fully
equipped science lab, digital tools, coding, and engineering design applications.

*Specialized Programs: Full-day UPK, “Mom and Me” for ages 1 %-2 %,
afterschool extracurricular activities, training in music and art, band, chess,
drama club, engineering club, Italian, Mandarin, and CYO sports.

Ready to get started?

St. Helen

sthelencatholicacademy.org

Catholic Acade-
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83-09 157th

| Beach, NY 11414 (718) 835-
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