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Third Sunday of Advent 
Miriam Americo, Lisa B., Baby Alexandra 
Bachert, Caroline Bachert, Frances Baio, 
Dolores Barbieri, Catherine Capato, Sally 
Capoziello,  Shang Cheng, Antoinette & 
Catherine Chiarelli, Marge D’Auria, Mary 
Ann D’Angelo, Baby Christopher Brian 
Demmerle, Domenica DeVito, Virginia 
DiGangi, Francesca Gaudino, Ian Geno-

vese-Williams, Joseph Gentile, John Joseph Gleeson, John 
Pierce Gleeson, Christine Healy, Aurea Hernandez, Maria 
Hernandez, Rosemary Hogan, Elizabeth Isolano, Jennie 
Iuggiano, Keri & Baby Tristan, Amelia Kalb, Pam Karwan, 
Baby T.J. Krieg, Kathleen Krieg, Klavdia Krieg, Anthony 
Lamantia, James Leung, Valerie Librizzo, Thomas & Patri-
cia Lipari, William J. Litt, Cindy Maione, Maryann Maione, 
Ralph Maresco, Mary Mastrangelo, Camillo Mazella, Rose-
mary Menechella, Jordan Miller, John Myers, Salvatore 
Noto, Angela Ottomanelli-Hubbs, Michael Palermo, Gina 
Palya, Santo Pantina, Ann Parsell, Anna Petito, Doris, Car-
lo, Philip & Frank Pecchillo, Vivian Puglissi, Joseph 
Questore, Mary Romano, Jake Rothman, Louise Ruggiero, 
Anthony Russo, Bill Sangirardi, Rachele Sannino, Felice 
Scimeca, Fred Sepulveda, Rosalia Sindone, Michael Tam-
buro, Chrissie Tremblay, Paul Tremblay, Paul John Trem-
blay, Ann Marie Vayda, Sr. Joanne Walters, Elizabeth Wei-
mer. 
 

Deceased: Theresa DiGiosa, Mary Moraglia, 
 Catherine Petrilli, Michael Scarcella 
 
Please Note:  Since there are too many names of the 
sick to mention in the Prayer of the Faithful, they will be 
listed in the Bulletin for two weeks.  To have a name 
reinstated on the list, a family member should call the 
Rectory during office hours. 

 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ²ŜŜƪϥǎ 
aŀǎǎ LƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ 

Sunday, December 11, 2016 
  8:00AM George & Ann Papandrea 
  9:30AM Msgr. Joseph A. Martusciello (Jo-Ann & Phyllis Leccese) 

11:00AM Elizabeth Ujazdowski (Quagliariello Family) 
12:30PM Jim Cabral (Loving Family) 
  5:00PM For The Parishioners 

Monday, December 12, 2016 Our Lady of Guadalupe 
9:00AM Peter J. Lazazzera (Cynthia & Joe Ottomanelli) 
 

Tuesday,  December 13, 2016 St. Lucy 
9:00AM Aldrichetto J. Castelli (Loving Family) 

Wednesday, December 14, 2016 St. John of the Cross 

9:00AM Aldrichetto J. Castelli (Loving Family) 
 

Thursday, December 15, 2016 
9:00AM Celena Garcia (Nena Garcia) 
 

Friday, December 16, 2016  
9:00AM Kathleen Rammelkamp (Vita & Paul) 

Saturday, December 17, 2016  
9:00AM Jack Lombardo (Loving Wife, Rosalie) 
 Joy Patron (St. Helenôs Secular Franciscans) 
 Karina Vetrano (Gallagher Family) 
5:00PM Marie Caminiti, Vincent J. DôAmato, Anthony  
 Furtado, Anthony R. Messina, Karina Vetrano 
 

Sunday, December 18, 2016 
  8:00AM George & Claire Cox 
  9:30AM Jacquelyn Boutureira (Loving Family) 
11:00AM Mary Camelo & Joshua Basin (Zena Basin) 
12:30PM Ann Bruce (M/M Vincent Caputi) 
  5:00PM For The Parishioners 

GOOD SHEPHERD STATUE 
We would like to thank Marge Rosina, who kept 
the statue this past week.  Anyone interested in 
keeping the statue in their home and praying for 

vocations for one week should contact the Rectory. 

The Order of Franciscans Secular 
meet on the 3rd Saturday of every month in 
St. Helenôs Church Meeting Room after the 
9AM Mass.  Come and learn more about the 
Franciscan way of life. 

If you are new to St. Helen Parish, 
please remember to stop in at the Rec-
tory to register your family! 

St. Helenôs Purgatorial Society Mass 
 

Beginning in January 2017 all parishioners will 
have the opportunity to enroll the names of loved ones 
in the Purgatorial Society. The Purgatorial Society 
Mass will be held on the last Friday of each month. 
The offering to be enrolled in the Purgatorial Society is 
$120 per name (a total of 12 Masses for the year will 
be said for your loved one). Aside from listing one 
name, a husband and wife together, or a family name 
is also acceptable.  Having a Purgatorial Society is 
wonderful way of living out the Scriptures and will be 
a relief for those who desire to have their loved ones 
remembered with prayers all year long at Godôs Altar.  
Please stop in at the Rectory if you are interested in 
having a loved one enrolled in the Purgatorial Society. 

Tˈ˅ Aˌ˔ˁ˒ B˒˅ˁ˄ for this week is 
donated in memory of Anthony Robert 
Messina, requested by Susan Mo-
linaro. 
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December 5 ,2016 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

  It's happening! 
  I just got off the phone with the liturgical architect and he has said we are ready! Ready for the 
greatest renovation project this parish has witnessed since the building of the Church. 
The impetus behind this project is a conversation I had with Bishop DiMarzio before ever stepping foot 
in Saint Helen.  This conversation's topic was related to the capacity or lack thereof inside the Church. 
This reality has been the primary focus for this renovation project. 
  Currently, the church building as it stands has a capacity of 455 persons and typically this does 
serve the needs of the current daily and weekly needs of the parish...I stress current. At this time, on 
any given weekend, 1600-1900 persons use the Church for 6 Sunday Masses. (FYI: this is more persons 
than any of the local 11 parishes in the area yet Saint Helen Church is, by far, the smallest!)  Right now, 
there are 4 priests serving the needs of the parish; 2 assigned, 1 in residence, and 1 retired. This will not 
last forever. In the near future, the prospect of 1 priest being assigned to this parish is going to be a reali-
ty; the fact of the matter is, in the not so distant future, this parish will need to do more with less. 
  In the past, the idea of expanding the Church was presented with the understanding that there was 
a need for more room to accommodate the numbers going to Mass. I am making it abundantly clear the 
impetus behind maximizing seating capacity is based on the number of priests serving this parish. If one 
priest is assigned to this parish it can and will be physically impossible for that one man to accommo-
date the current Mass schedule. As I write these words I  look at this weekend's schedule and Thank God 
for the priests who are around. This Saturday there is a 9:00 Mass, 9:45 Funeral, 10:45 Memorial Mass, 
12:00 Baptism, 12:30 confessions, 2:30 wedding and 5:00 pm Mass; all this and 5 Sunday Masses with 
Baptisms at 2pm. I do not think any 1 person can do that very long without dropping dead! 
  In the future, my successor will most likely need to make some hard decisions about 
the scheduling of Mass times, but with the current capacity of the Church I will venture to say... he will 
have very little wiggle room to do so.  As it stands, there are numerous times (not just Christmas and 
Easter) when the church seating is incapable of facilitating the crowds that attend. This parish has 3000 
registered parishioners with a building that holds 455. In the past, a pastor who needed to accommodate 
crowds would just add additional Mass times to accommodate. I am making it abundantly clear that any 
future Pastor will not have that prerogative.  For instance, last year there were 3 first Holy Communion 
Masses and the crowding was unbearable. This year there will be five and, in fact, we should have a 
sixth to accommodate the crowds. Confirmation was  limited to 4 tickets a family, which resulted in nu-
merous complaints from families. And as I write this, I realize that at this Saturday's 5:00PM Mass, the 
church will be unable to accommodate the crowd for the lighting of the Christmas trees! 
  All this being said, I dread knocking down any exterior walls, due to the fact that any extension to 
a building is extremely costly and fraught with architectural nightmares and pitfalls. As the Church 
stands now, I have been given a proposal of a 36% increase in seating capacity utilizing every square 
foot of the current structure, that's 166 more seats! This proposal is quite adequate given the prospect of 
future planning. By future, I mean the next 40-50 years. 
  I have prayed and thought long about this project and consulted with some of our most dedicated 
parishioners. I have visited churches similar to ours and have reviewed numerous renovations done to 
other parishes, and I am extremely satisfied with the work of an architect who has done similar renova-
tions in this diocese and elsewhere.  
  This letter is the explanation as to why I am moving forward with this renovation. Besides the 
many other items that need updating, the first priority to this renovation is to maximize seating capacity 
in the current structure. I look forward to sharing with you the many other facets of this project, and 
thank every one in advance as to their contributions to the Generations of Faith Capital Campaign that 
makes all this possible!  I look forward to sharing with you the details of the renovation in future bulle-
tins. 

Pray for me, 
Father Colamaria 
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ST. HELEN SCHOOL ALUMNAE 
50th Anniversary of St. Helen School 

 

Help us make our 50th Anniversary one to remember!  St. Helen Catholic Academy is in the process of up-
dating our contact information for all graduates of St. Helen School.  If you are a graduate or a family 
member, we are asking for your help by providing us with your name, email, address, and phone number.  
Please fill out the form below and return it to the rectory or email your information to 
mariaford216@gmail.com.  Thank you.  We, at St. Helen Catholic Academy, wish all a Blessed Christ-
mas! 

Policies Regarding Infant Baptism 
at St. Helen Parish 

 

Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live within the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked to 
register as members of the parish before requesting an initial interview for Baptism.  Registration is easi-
ly done at the parish office anytime during business hours. 
  Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live outside the territory of St. Helen 

Parish are asked to obtain a letter from the parish in which they live authorizing the Baptism to take place at St. Hel-
en. 
 Initial meetings with parents seeking Baptism for their children will normally take place on the second 
Wednesday of each month from 7:00–9:00PM and on the fourth Saturday of each month from 10:30AM–
12:30PM. 

 
 

Please realize that the Church building of Saint Helen will undergo a renovation January 
2017- April 2017. The Church will be closed and Fr. Dooley Hall will be used as a worship 
space in the interim. Baptisms will still be offered in this time period in the Hall. Some may 
choose to wait for Baptism  until the construction is completed and this is fully understand-
able. If there are any questions please contact the Deacons who can give more details as to 
the renovation period.   

 
 

Please call 718-738-1616 for more information and/or to schedule an appointment. 

 

The Friars and Brothers at the 
St. Anthony Shelter in the 
Bronx are very grateful for the 
generous donation of new 
socks for the men that they 
serve.  We donated an over-
whelming total of 350+ pairs.  
Thank you for your wonderful 
response to our ñSocktoberò 
collection! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you to 
all our parishioners for the generous donations to the 
Coat Drive held recently.  Also, a special ñThank Youò 
to Mr. Tom Turner, for providing delivery transporta-
tion, and to all the volunteers who helped out to make 
this drive possible! 

ST. HELEN SCHOOL ALUMNAE 
 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Maiden Name if Married: _____________________________________________________________ 

Graduation Year: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ____________________________________________________________________ 
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St. Helen Christmas Giving Tree 
 

For Needy Children and Adults 
 

We are asking for your help in answering the requests 
of the needy in our own parish, other parishes in Queens, 
a home for special adults, a shelter for women and babies, 

and other charities. 
 
 
 

THIS WEEKEND: 
 

DECEMBER 10/11 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT: 

During this weekend, please leave 

your unwrapped gift with tag at-

tached, near the tree.  Place mone-

tary donations or gift cards in the 

black boxes in the lobby or near 

the inside doors of the Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

God bless you for your great generosity. 
St. Helen Parish 

 

Sponsored by the St. Vincent de Paul Group 
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Saint Helen Religious Education Program 
Christian of the Month — October 2016 

 
These students regularly attended and actively participated in religion classes seeking 
knowledge of God.  In addition, these students gave witness by treating others with the kindness 
and compassion of Jesus. 

Kindergarten 
Christian DeMaso 
 
First Grade 
Annabella Bentivegna 
Angelina Caputo 
Hayley Snider 
Alex Terrano 
 
Second Grade 
Emma Albright 
Gabriella Minkoff 
Enrique Rodriguez 
Justin Testa 

Third Grade 

Sebastian Giallanzo 
John Keogh 
Pasquale Melisi 
 
 
Fourth Grade 
Ryan Behan 
Santino Corda 
Mario DiMeo 
 
Fifth Grade 
Daniel Fuggetta 
Sophia Nagi 
Sixth Grade 
Jordan Conter 

Gianna Mallia 
Matthew McNally 
 
Seventh Grade 
Samuel Collao 
Isabell Faydalla 
Maria Fontana 
 
RCIC 
Brianna Ramos 

 
Join Us For A Tour Of The Newly Renovated 

 

St. Patrickôs Cathedral 
 

 
Date:  Friday, January 6, 2017 

 
Time:  8:00AM to 3:00PM 

 
Cost:  $20.00PP 

(Includes donation to the Cathedral) 

 
Bus Will Leave St. Helenôs 

at 8:00AM! 
 

For reservations call 
Agnes Cummings 917-716-5898 

 
Sponsored by St. Helen 
Rosary Ministry Society 

 
 


